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Total land in Accomack’s SFHA:  103,528 Acres 
  
OSP Credit: 1058.5 points 
  
We attempted the following for open space: 
  

•   State lands (credited) 
•   Resource Protection Areas (credited) 
•   Conservation Easements (no credit) 
•   Agricultural and Forestal District Lands (no credit) 
•   Lands owned by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and The Conservation Fund (CF) (credited) 

  
A lot of these lands fit in multiple categories so we provided a matrix so they could determine lands we’re double 
counted.  Also, if we weren’t given credit for one category of land, the entire acreage wasn’t pulled out and lands that 
were in another category were not thrown out (i.e. A&F Districts were not allowed but while removing those we made 
sure we kept those portions of the lands that also were part of the RPA). 
  
Here we got credit for 75,579 acres.  We didn’t get credit for A&F Districts, which have restrictions but property owners 
are given the option of pulling them out every 4 years, and we ended up not going for credit on Conservation Easements, 
as most of them allowed additional, but limited development.  With respect to the RPA I think part of the reason we got 
that is that the County has authorized very few encroachments into it.  If they disallowed this I was prepared to argue we 
should at least get all the lands included that make up the RPA with the exception of the 100 foot buffer.  We didn’t 
have to but a locality that does have a lot of encroachments might have to.  We did have to go ahead and pull out those 
areas where there were there were already encroachments and those areas where, due to the lot size, it looked likely that 
an encroachment into the buffer would be authorized once a plan of development came in. 
  
Her notations did not that because the scope of the properties and the governing standards being reviewed, she did not 
have us do the traditional review of the 10 largest properties.  I was expecting her to come back and ask for the 10 
largest once there was agreement on what she was allowing and not allowing but I never had to do so. 
  
  
DR Credit: 0 points 
  
Again, no points for deed restrictions as most of them allowed some additional development.  Given that the deed 
restrictions took the allowable density from 1 until per 5 acres to something like 1 unit per 200 acres it would have been 
nice to have something.  Perhaps with the next update if they don’t allow anything they could at least somehow account 
for it under low density zoning. 
  
  
NFOS1 Credit:  98.6 points 
  
We argued for the RPA as adjusted under OSP, State Owned lands, and TNC and CF lands totaling 71,158.  We didn’t 
have to prove anything here.  Fortunately, the state lands pretty much consisted of the seaside marshes or had nice NFOS 
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sounding names like Saxis Wildlife Management Area, Mutton Hunk Fen Natural Area Preserve.  TNC lands identified 
as the Virginia Coast Preserve or Parramore Island Preserve helped.  I included links to most of these sites where the 
mission of protecting the land by the Commonwealth or TNC were discussed.  Christina seemed to agree that we should 
get the full acreage I was supporting but something changed along the way.  I think there was some battle higher up that 
she didn’t want to fight and we got credit for 60,000 acres with no explanation of what wasn’t allowed.  
  
 
NFOS2 Credit: 0 points 
  
We did not submit for this 
  
  
NFOS3 Credit: 0 points 
  
Tried to qualify for 32,621 acres with land being held in data from DCR and DGIF with respect to endangered species 
and GIS data I obtained from them.  Got none, no explanation so I don’t know what we needed to do get points here. 
  
  
NFOS4 Credit:  0 points 
  
Attempted to get credit for 68,241 acres for lands identified in the County’s Blue/Green Infrastructure Network.  Got 
none.  Didn’t really fight it as the County only has it identified but really hasn’t really put any teeth behind limiting 
things based on being in that category. 
  
  
NFOS5, SHOS, & OSI Credits:  0 points 
  
We did not submit for these 
  
  
LZ Credits:  75 points 
  
Got credit for the 25,570 acres of Agriculturally zoned land in the SFHA (minimum 5 acre lot size).  Again, since we 
didn’t get the deed restriction credits it would have been nice if some accommodation for the change in allowable 
density was made here but that’s a fight for another day, possibly when the manual gets changed next. 
  
  
Total 420 Credits:  1,232 points 
 


