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COASTAL VIRGINIA COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM WORKGROUP

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A STRONGER VIRGINIA



UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Coastal VA CRS Workgroup
January 26, 2022

Workgroup Meeting Introductions

Future Meeting Dates (James Room & Zoom)
2022
Wednesday, March 30, 10AM-Noon 
Wednesday, May 25, 10AM-Noon 
Wednesday, July 27, 10AM-Noon 
Wednesday, September 28, 10AM-Noon 
Wednesday, November 30, 10AM-Noon 
2023
Wednesday, January 25, 10AM-Noon 
Wednesday, March 29, 10AM-Noon 
Wednesday, May 31, 10AM-Noon 
Wednesday, July 26, 10AM-Noon
Wednesday, September 27, 10AM-Noon
Wednesday, November 29, 10AM-Noon



UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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January 26, 2022

CFM CECs (expect 1.5 most meetings)

September 2021 – coming soon
November 2021 – coming soon



POLLS
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Please fill out each poll to receive 
the full 1.5 CECs!



VA FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT ASSOCIAITON
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ISO VIRGINIA REPRESENTATIVE
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Emily Schmidt
ISO/CRS Specialist
emily.schmidt@verisk.com

mailto:emily.schmidt@verisk.com


RECENT CRS SCORE POLL
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Please fill out each poll to receive 
the full 1.5 CECs!



REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Coastal VA CRS Workgroup
January 26, 2022

• Notice published: 10/12/2021

• Comment period closes: TOMORROW! (1/27)

• Precipitated by NRDC & ASFPM joint petition 
for rulemaking

https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/petition-fema-rulemaking-nfip-20210105.pdf


RFI TOPICS

Coastal VA CRS Workgroup
January 26, 2022

• Cumulative Substantial 
Damage

• Freeboard

• Critical Facilities

• Mapping

• Repetitive Loss

• Compliance

• Hardships & Variances

• Disclosure

• Climate Change

• Administration/Duplication

• New Technology

• Hazard Mitigation Planning

• “Development” Definition

• State Rolls



FEMA FRI POLL
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Please fill out each poll to receive 
the full 1.5 CECs!



VA COMMUNITY FLOOD PREPAREDNESS FUND
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Important Dates
• 1st Round 10/5/21 = $7.8M    (19 awards)
• 2nd Round 12/23/21 = $24.5M   (30 awards)
• 3rd Round active now - $40M is available – applications 

due 4/8/22 & awards announced 6/17/22



CFPF: NOT JUST AN URBAN OR COASTAL GRANT
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VA COMMUNITY FLOOD PREPAREDNESS FUND
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Resources

• WW CFPF tracking website (includes approved plans)

• WW Fact Sheet on CFPF

• WW Local Flood Resilience Plan consultant list

• Interactive map of approved applications

• Applicant fact sheets (in development)

https://wetlandswatch.org/community-flood-preparedness-fund?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=61d5f15c6a0ac17b4e644657&ss_email_id=61d5f7f69beacd105389f6dc&ss_campaign_name=%5BTest+Email%5D+%2440+Million+Available+in+CFPF+Round+3&ss_campaign_sent_date=2022-01-05T19%3A56%3A38Z
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56af7134be7b96f50a2c83e4/t/61d5fb052ec1043dc796015c/1641413381853/Community+Flood+Preparedness+Fund+Fact+Sheet.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56af7134be7b96f50a2c83e4/t/61c4dce5a860862918fd2f3d/1640291557944/Local+Resilience+Plan+Consulting+List+%281%29.pdf
https://vcnva.org/cfpf-projects-virginia/


CFPF FACT SHEETS
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CFPF LEGISLATION IN VA GA
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• EO #9: Report due Feb 15 on RGGI cost-benefit & emergency 
regulation to Air Board for RGGI exit

• Budget Amendment HB 30: Block expenditure of RGGI funds 
& prohibit VRA from paying out revenues generated by RGGI, 
without approval by Governor

• SB 532 (Stuart)/ HB 1301 (Kilgore): Repeal RGGI

• SB 508 (Lewis): Gives Soil & Water Conservation Board 
oversight of CFPF. Status – held up in negotiations with Farm 
Bureau. Bill adds 3 seats on SWCB to help with CFPF issues.

https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/amendment/2022/1/HB30/Introduced/MR/4-5.12/1g/
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=221&typ=bil&val=SB532
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=221&typ=bil&val=HB1301
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+SB508


FLOOD RESILIENCE LEGISLATION IN VA GA
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• SB 504 (Lewis), SB 506 (Lewis), & SB 551
(Marsden/Lewis): Codify Coastal Master Plan, create 
Coastal Resilience TAC, task DCR to develop Coastal 
Protection Master Plan & VA Flood Protection Master Plan. 
Status – all passed Senate Ag Committee; will be combined 
& merged

• HB 847 (Bloxom) / SB 569 (Kiggans): Create a Coastal 
Resilience Authority. Administration bill being negotiated 
to statewide & merged w/ others

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+SB504
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+SB506
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+SB551
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+HB847
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+SB569


MAPPING OPEN SPACE IN VA 
CRS GIS SUPPORT
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CRS OSP Tool

Coastal VA CRS Workgroup - 1/26/2022



Objective & Scope
• Build flood resilience in VA by increasing CRS participation.

• Assist communities with limited GIS capacity by providing an easy-to-use tool. 

The tool accepts nationally available datasets and identifies floodplain areas that 
could be eligible for Open Space Preservation (OSP) credits through the CRS. Maps 
are automatically generated to help communities with land use planning. Potential 
CRS credits are calculated to indicate the financial benefits community residents 
could receive.



Demo
Input datasets:

• FEMA SFHA

• National Hydrography 
Dataset

• Land Cover Data; 
currently accepts 
NOAA C-CAP or NLCD

• USGS Protected Areas 
Database of the U.S.

We intend for the 
tool to accept 
local data in the 
future. 

Answer a few questions 
and input data here.

Key values, such as SFHA 
acreage and possible CRS 
credits, are provided.

Maps are 
automaticall
y generated, 
indicting 
areas that 
may 
currently be 
eligible for 
OSP credit, 
as well as 
opportunity 
areas. 



Example: Application to Non-CRS Communities



Future Work

Validate the model using CRS communities in VA.
• Wetlands Watch community scorecard provides number of OSP credits, but 

not maps. Having access to GIS files would be a big help. 

Co-development with end-users.
• Improve model accuracy using local data, particularly 

protected areas. Include all OSP elements.
• Ensure that the model and supporting materials are 

accessible and user-friendly.
• Potentially include additional CRS activities, such as 

Higher Regulatory Standards or Acquisition & 
Relocation.



Contact

Logan Grant is a Master’s student in the Department 
of Engineering Systems and Environment at UVA.
• If you are interested in the tool and would like to 

learn more, please email lng8yx@virginia.edu

Majid Shafiee-Jood is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Engineering Systems and 
Environment at UVA: ms2dm@virginia.edu

mailto:lng8yx@virginia.edu
mailto:ms2dm@virginia.edu


POLL
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VA COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT GRANT
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Old Grant (closed in December)
• CRS Training/Evaluations: 3 new (Towns of Smithfield, 

Dumfries, & Colonial Beach) – 15 localities in total since 2019

• CRS Trainings Follow Ups: 5 of the 12 communities trained 
responded to request for follow up. 1 of the 5 communities is 
actively joining the CRS Program. CAPACITY ISSUES

• Resilience Building; CRS Support: Presentations on 
resilience related issues & CRS integration into RAFT

• CRS Workgroup Support: Report on growth & virtual 
support available on Workgroup website

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5644e871e4b0ab88c6bd74c8/t/61b3b1d960492b299dfbabf7/1639166428414/Wetlands+Watch+VA+CRS+Workgroup+Increased+Geographic+Impact+%26+Virtual+Capacity+White+Paper+2021.pdf


CRS WORKGROUP PARTICIPATION
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VA COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT GRANT
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Current Grant (closes in October)

• CRS Workgroup: Increasing floodplain education & website 
updates

• CRS Trainings/Evaluations: 2 new trainings 

• CRS & the RAFT: Presentations to RAFT participants & 
technical NFIP/CRS support 

• CRS & Shoreline Protections: Guidance document on how to 
get credit for RPA & wetlands buffers

• NFIP RR 2.0 & CRS Update: Monitoring changes



CRS WORKGROUP IN 2022
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• Focus on general & specific activity training & 
posting training videos online

• Bring your X staff member to Workgroup meetings 
(CRS specific activity focus)

• Regional projects? HRPDC coordination?

• What else?



WORKGROUP ATTENDEE REPORT OUT
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Time for Workgroup attendees to bring up any news, 
questions, or future meeting topics to the group



THANK YOU!
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mc.stiff@wetlandswatch.org
madison.teeter@wetlandswatch.org

mailto:mc.stiff@wetlandswatch.org
mailto:Madison.teeter@wetlandswatch.org

