
Coastal'Virginia'CRS'Workgroup'
May'2020'Meeting'

May 27, 2020

COASTAL'VIRGINIA'COMMUNITY'RATING'SYSTEM'WORKGROUP

WORKING'TOGETHER'FOR'A'STRONGER'VIRGINIA



UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORKGROUP(MEETING(INTRODUCTIONS

2020(Meeting(Dates(((Zoom)
Wednesday,))July)29,)10AM3Noon)

Future)dates)TBD)– no)reservations)accepted)currently

November)meeting)– 1)CEC)approved
January)meeting)– no)CECs
March)meeting)– Sending)to)ASFPM)for)approval



MINUS RATED POLICIES – MEETING SCHEDULE

• Quick&Overview:&Mary%Carson*Stiff

• FEMA&Region&III,&Minus&Rated&Presentation
• Rich*Sobato (Not*available,*deployed*on*COVID)*response)

• Locality&Minus?Rated&List&Experience,&Post?Article
• City&of&Chesapeake&– Jay*Tate
• City&of&Poquoson&– Ken*Somerset

• On&the&Call,&available&for&questions
• Kristin*Owen,*DCR/VA*NFIP*State*Coordinator
• Christopher*Flavelle,*NY*Times*article*co%author
• Doug*Reedy,*ISO*Specialist*for*VA



QUICK OVERVIEW

Nytimes.com



QUICK OVERVIEW

Keeping'track'of'minus2rated'policies'='good'floodplain'
management'

• Duty'to'track'minus2rated'policies'not'easily'found'in'
various'FEMA'courses,'but'the'issue'has'been'raised'at'
different'times'and'discussed'via'ASFPM'&'NFIP/CRS'
Program'newsletter'publications



M-C QUESTIONS

Where%did%the%New%York%Times%get%the%minus4rated%lists?%
FOIA%request?

Who%at%the%local%government%level%has%looked%at%their%list%
prior%to%the%article?%

Discussed%at%FEMA%Community%Assistance%Visits?

What%is%the%definition%of%minus%rated?

How%is%the%list%of%minus%rated%properties%created?%Pulls%
from%insurance%companies/policies,%but%how%specifically?

Can%we%access%the%insurance%companies%data?



QUICK OVERVIEW



QUICK OVERVIEW (IMAGES HYPERLINKED TO SOURCE)



QUICK OVERVIEW (IMAGES HYPERLINKED TO SOURCE)



Minus&Rated,Buildings

Basic,Information,and,
Overview

May,27th,,2020



What%is%a%Minus+Rated%Building?

A%Minus+Rated%Building%is%a%Post+FIRM%building%
(or%a%Pre+FIRM%building%rated%as%Post+FIRM)%
located%in%a%Special%Flood%Hazard%Area%(SFHA)%
where%the%elevation%difference%used%for%rating%
is%at%least%1%foot%or%more%below%the%Base%Flood%
Elevation%(BFE).%



Minus&Rated,Buildings,in,SFHA,are,not,
Eligible,for,CRS,Discounts



Things'to'Remember'about'Minus2
Rated'Buildings'Reports

Of'paramount'importance'is'Privacy.
Since'these'reports'may'include'property'
addresses,'no'external'distribution'of'this'
information'should'be'made'without'a'signed'
ISAA'agreement.



Things'to'Remember'about'Minus2
Rated'Buildings'Reports

While'a'Minus'Rating'may be'an'indication'of'a'
violation,'this'is'not'necessarily'the'case.
The'NFIP'always'allows'a'structure'to'use'the'lowest'available'rate,'
and'the'lowest'available'rate'for'a'Pre2FIRM'SFHA'structure'may'be'its'
rate'using'an'Elevation'Certificate'and'Post2FIRM'rates.
As'premiums'have'increased'due'to'the'ongoing'elimination'of'Pre2
FIRM'rate'subsidies'(as'required'by'the'HFIAA'Act'of'2014),''more'Pre2
FIRM'structures'have'become'Minus2Rated,'and'this'is'likely'to'
continue.''This'may'also'be'true'even'in'CRS'communities'where'
rating'a'Pre2FIRM'structure'as'Post2FIRM'results'in'the'loss'of'the'CRS'
discount'that'would'otherwise'be'applied.



Things'to'Remember'about'Minus2
Rated'Buildings'Reports

While'a'Minus'Rating'may be'an'indication'of'a'violation,'this'is'not'
necessarily'the'case.
Other'Reasons'for'Minus2Rating

• Minus&rated,buildings,may,have,relatively,minor,compliance,issues,
that,should,be,easy,to,correct,(e.g.,,heat,pump,lower,than,the,
lowest,floor,,noncompliant,flood,openings,,etc).

• The,Elevation,Certificate,used,to,develop,the,Post&FIRM,rate,may,
have,included,erroneous,information.

• The,insurance,agent,may,have,used,the,wrong,rating,option.



Q&A

Questions?



CITY OF CHESAPEAKE – JAY TATE



Minus Rated Properties In 
Chesapeake, VA.

May 27, 2020



Chesapeake Minus Rated
• Chesapeake minus rated list- 753 properties
• Chesapeake review of properties:

• Post-FIRM based on CO date - 578
• Properties with elevation certificates indicating above BFE – 28

• Properties with system records indicating above BFE – 266

(information extracted from EC at time of CO)

• Properties with no floodplain data located- 284

• Pre-FIRM properties- based on CO date - 175
• Minus rated list indicates Post-FIRM (N) 143 

(if these are Pre-FIRM should they be on the list)

• Minus rated list indicates Post-FIRM (Y) 32    



Example #1
Properties with elevation certificates indicating above BFE



Example #1 Cont.
Elevation Certificate



Example #2
Property with our system records indicating 

above BFE



Example #2 Cont.
Properties with our system records 

indicating above BFE

CO Issued 
6/12/2003



Example #3
Minus rated list indicates Post-FIRM & it is 

Pre-FIRM

32 out of the total (175) of the properties marked as Post-FIRM are Pre-FIRM



Questions
1. What is best way to help property owners get their policies rated, given the 

preliminary information we have? 

2. How would a property owner know their property is not rated properly, any 
type of statement that gives elevation information?

3. Does FEMA have FF data or just the data on the minus-rated list?

4. Is all BFE data converted to the current FIRM?  It appears there are some 
odd numbers not matching FIRM BFE’s.

5. Should Pre-FIRM properties be on the MR list? How does FEMA determine if 
property is Pre-FIRM?

6. Can FEMA/NFIP notify City on any new minus-rated properties? 



CITY OF POQUOSON – KENNETH SOMERSET



CITY OF POQUOSON – KENNETH SOMERSET



ISO / CRS PROGRAM UPDATE, FROM DOUG REEDY

Starting(on(January(1,(2021(– All(Class(8(and(higher(
CRS(Communities(must(adopt(1(foot(of(freeboard.(

Classes(1@4(already(meet(this(requirement

NFIP/CRS(Class(8(Freeboard(Prerequisite(FAQ(

https://co.monmouth.nj.us/documents/24/Class_8_Freeboard_FAQ_FINAL_05-06-2020.pdf


WORKGROUP MEMBER/ATTENDEE REPORT OUTS

Time%for%Workgroup%members/attendees%to%bring%up%
any%news,%questions,%or%future%meeting%topics%to%the%
group.



THANKS!

Mary%Carson*Stiff

Wetlands*Watch
mc.stiff@wetlandswatch.org

mailto:mc.stiff@wetlandswatch.org

