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COASTAL VIRGINIA COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM WORKGROUP

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A STRONGER VIRGINIA



CFM POLL
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May 31, 2023

Please fill out each poll to receive 
the full 1.5 (or more!) CECs



UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Workgroup Meeting Introductions

Future Meeting Dates (James Room & Zoom)
 

2023
Wednesday, July 26, 10AM-Noon
Wednesday, September 27, 10AM-Noon
Wednesday, November 29, 10AM-Noon



UPDATES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Confirmed CFM CECs (expect 1.5 most meetings)

July 2022 - 1 credit
September 2022 - 1 credit
November 2022 - 2 credits
January 2023 - 1.5 credits
April 2023 - 1.5 credits



VA FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION
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ISO VIRGINIA REPRESENTATIVE
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Emily Schmidt
ISO/CRS Specialist
emily.schmidt@verisk.com 

mailto:emily.schmidt@verisk.com


LOCALITY SUCCESSES & LESSONS LEARNED 
PRESENTATION
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Tom Brockenbrough, Floodplain Administrator, 
Accomack County





• Northern of 2 Virginia Delmarva 
Counties

• County and 14 Incorporated Towns
• Review for only the unincorporated 

portion of Accomack County
• 103,528 Acres in the Special Flood 

Hazard Area in unincorporated 
portion of the County (excludes 
Federal lands)



This Cycle Visit – September 2021
• 2017 Manual
• 2021 Addendum
• Goal – Stronger Class 6



Early 2021 – 
Preliminary 

Communications 
about Cycle Visit

April 2021 – Kickoff 
Meeting

Summer 2021 – 
Regular Calls, Sent 

Information for 
Review, Ordinance 

Amended

September 20, 2021 
– Cycle Visit 

(Remote), 30 Day 
Letter





CCMP

+8



• Required annual 
publicity, log, 
verification letters

0



• Flyer in 5 Locations
• Public Safety 

Presentations

+54



REB

+8



-2



NFOS3

+10*



https://vanhde.org/species-search

+10*

https://vanhde.org/species-search


MHP CAZ
RA5

+266



13, FM

+26



0



(new)

• TUE

+32



Early 2021 – 
Preliminary 

Communications 
about Cycle Visit

April 2021 – Kickoff 
Meeting

Summer 2021 – 
Regular Calls, 

Sending Information 
for Review

September 20, 2021 
– Cycle Visit 

(Remote), 30 Day 
Letter

Late 2021 – 2022
Holding, other 

reviews, etc.
BCEGS ISO Review?

September 2022 – 
Closeout, Draft 

Letter 

October 2023 – 
Rating Takes Effect



Category Base  Points

310 – Elevation Certificates 38

320 – Map Information Service 90

330 – Outreach Projects 200

340 – Hazard Disclosure 13

350 – Flood Protection Information 84

420 – Open Space Preservation 1,242

430 – Higher Regulatory Standards 406

440 – Flood Data Maintenance 170

510 – Floodplain Management Planning 181

530 – Flood Protection 32

Total – 2,456

But . . .

County Growth 
Adjustment 1.06 

109 Additional Points

Revised Total 2,565
Class 5



• Coastal A Zone  Requirements (430)  237.5
• Growth Factor (400 Series)     109
• Outreach (330)            54
• Elevating Structures(530)         32

• Open Space (OSP)        1,029.5
• Coastal A Zone (CAZ)           237.5
• Outreach (OP)              200
• Natural Functions Open Space 1 (NFOS1)     123.5
• Low Density Zoning (LZ)       78



• Think ahead, even if you can’t do something in time for current review, you may 
have time to revisit it prior to next cycle visit
• Don’t be afraid to pull in others who have more knowledge/experience when you 

can
• Look for ways to modify existing practices to maximize points
• If one path doesn’t work, attempt to develop an acceptable alternative
• Try to find things that the work you put in will easily serve you in future cycle visits
• Just because something didn’t work in one cycle visit doesn’t mean it won’t for the 

next one so look at what you missed out on credits from the previous cycle visit.
• CRS Workgroup and your other CRS Communities are an incredible resource, use it!
• Listen to suggestions from your ISO representative!



Questions?

Tom Brockenbrough

GIS Coordinator/Floodplain Administrator

Accomack County

757.787.5797

tbrockenbrough@co.accomack.va.us



E.O. 14030 - ESTABLISHES FFRMS
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● In May 2021, President Biden signed an Executive 
Order reinstating the Obama Administration’s Federal 
Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS)

● The order mandates that projects partially or fully 
funded by federal agencies must follow the FRRMS 
requirements set by the relevant agency

● Federal agencies are given the option of three methods 
by which to implement the FFRMS when building new 
infrastructure



THREE METHODS FOR ESTABLISHING FFRMS
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● Climate-informed Science Approach (CISA): Uses the 
best-available data to produce flood risk maps & flood elevations. 
Elevation requirements for each project will be based on the CISA 
maps, the anticipated life of the project, & the project’s critical 
action status. 

● Freeboard Value Approach (FVA): Investments in “non-critical 
actions” must be built 2 feet above the BFE and investments in 
critical actions must be built 3 feet above the BFE, as defined by 
FEMA FIRMs.

● 0.2% Annual Chance Flood Approach: Projects must be 
elevated above the BFE anticipated during a 0.2% annual chance 
flood event, as defined by the FEMA FIRMs. 



HUD RULE PRIORITIZES CISA OPTION
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HUD released a proposed rule that prioritizes CISA as its preferred 
option for establishing the “FFRMS floodplain”

Where CISA data is not available to determine the FFRMS floodplain: 
● Non-critical actions must be elevated at or above the 0.2% annual 

chance flood event
● Critical actions must be elevated at or above the 0.2% annual chance 

flood event or 3 feet above the 1% annual chance flood event, 
whichever is greater

Access to CISA maps is limited at this time, but new mapping is 
underway and the White House Flood Resilience Interagency Working 
Group will develop a web-based tool for streamlined access to the
CISA maps



OTHER COMPONENTS OF HUD RULE
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Minimum Property Standards
● New or substantially improved single-family or one-to-four unit 

homes seeking to qualify for FHA mortgage insurance programs 
must be elevated two feet above the BFE

HUD Limiting Assistance in Floodways, Coastal High Hazard 
Areas, & Wetlands
● Critical actions in floodays, coastal high hazard areas, or LiMWA 

areas will not be considered for HUD financial assistance 
● Non-critical actions in these areas and wetlands will need to 

complete HUD’s 8-step decisionmaking process 



HUD’S 8-STEP DECISION-MAKING PROCESS
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When a non-critical action is proposed to be located in a floodway, 
coastal high hazard area, or LiMWA area, or any action is proposed to 
be located in a wetland or FFRMS floodplain outside of these areas, it 
must complete the 8-step decision-making process:

1. Identify if the project site is located in the floodplain or a wetlands
2. Notify the public, agencies, and all other responsible parties for floodplain 

and/or wetlands protection
3. Identify and evaluate project location alternatives
4. Identify and evaluate proposed project’s impacts to the floodplain and/or 

wetlands
5. Design or modify the project to limit identified impacts
6. HUD will decide to approve, approve with modifications, or reject the 

project
7. Notify the public of HUD’s decision 
8. If applicable, implement the project and approved modifications 



PUBLIC COMMENTS ON HUD RULE
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● Public comments on HUD’s proposed rule are due Tuesday, June 
6th

● The full proposed rule can be viewed here

● Comments can be viewed & submitted here

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/24/2023-05699/floodplain-management-and-protection-of-wetlands-minimum-property-standards-for-flood-hazard
https://www.regulations.gov/document/HUD-2023-0025-0008/comment


POLL & DISCUSSION

Coastal VA CRS Workgroup
May 31, 2023



DCR CRS TRAINING OPPORTUNITY
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● DCR multi-day training opportunity, content 
presented by ISO 
 

● June 28th & 29th, 9 AM - 5 PM

● Piedmont Virginia Community College, 
Charlottesville VA

● Register Here

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qeUKYsFOoE-GQV2fOGxzCWD_fRifXcpNq2zIDHXzgQhUMkpYWEpQVFpHNzU0REpVSTNKQTFXTTBJQS4u


CRTF ROUND 2 FUNDING
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● Coastal Resilience & Tree Fund open for 2nd round

● $90,000 is available for capacity building, 
shoreline protection, green infrastructure, 
stewardship, & tree planting projects

● Applications due July 7th 

● Grant program details here

https://wetlandswatch.org/coastal-resilience-trees-fund


POLL & DISCUSSION
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● Has your locality applied for funds through the 
Stormwater Local Assistance Fund (SLAF)?

● If so, did you experience any barriers in either 
applying for or managing SLAF funds? 



WORKGROUP ATTENDEE REPORT OUT
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Time for Workgroup attendees to bring up any news, 
questions, or future meeting topics to the group



THANK YOU!
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mc.stiff@wetlandswatch.org
madison.teeter@wetlandswatch.org

mailto:Madison.teeter@wetlandswatch.org
mailto:Madison.teeter@wetlandswatch.org

